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AGENDA

 Drafting Stage

 Legislative Review and Sign Code 

Content 

 Unresolved Issues

 Lessons Learned 



DRAFTING STAGE

 Goal: Smooth transition between new 

and old code.

 Set framework, provide “levers” for decision 

makers. 



LEGAL PERSPECTIVE

 Legal Issues Addressed

 Content-based regulations of non-commercial 

speech

 Non-content based ways to uniformly 

regulate non-commercial speech after Reed.

 Distinction between “non-commercial” and 

“commercial” signage



DRAFTING STAGE

Expired Pilot Program

Code Clean-Up

Other Opportunities - Commercial

Temporary Non-Commercial



LEGISLATIVE REVIEW

Strategy

 Keep close track of changes





LEGISLATIVE REVIEW

Strategy

 Keep close track of changes

 Dynamic decision matrix





LEGISLATIVE REVIEW

Strategy

 Keep close track of changes

 Dynamic decision matrix

 Small group meetings

 Be extremely and repetitively clear about Reed v 

Gilbert constraints 



OLD CODE

Political Signs Fundraising Signs Community Event Signs

Sign Type 
Allowed

Freestanding 
Freestanding, 

Wall
Freestanding, 

A-Frame

Size Limit

32 sq ft
(private property)

4 sq ft
(ROW)

32 sq ft
(private property in O, CB, NB, and TC-A Zones)

16 sq ft
(<50 ft from property line in R-Zone)

32 sq ft
(>50 ft from property line in R-Zone)

32 sq ft
(private property)

6 sq ft
(ROW)

Height Limit

8 ft
(private property)

3 ft above grade 
(ROW)

8 ft (private property) 3.5 ft (ROW)

Duration
Removed 7 days 
after election.

A permit is required and shall be issued for a six-
month period.

Removed 7 days after event;
shall not be displayed more 

than 21 days.



NEW CODE

Non-Commercial Temporary Signs

Type I
Placed in 

Public Right-of-Way 
(Non-A-Frame)

Type II
Placed in

Public Right-of-Way
(A-Frame)

Type III 
Private Property 
(All Sign Types)

Size Limit 4 sq ft 6 sq ft
32 sq ft

Height 
Limit

3 ft above grade 3.5 ft 8 ft

Duration
180 consecutive days per 

calendar year
5 consecutive days 

180 consecutive days per 
calendar year







OTHER OPPORTUNITIES – COMMERCIAL SIGNAGE 



OTHER OPPORTUNITIES – COMMERCIAL SIGNAGE 

43’

130’



OTHER OPPORTUNITIES – COMMERCIAL SIGNAGE 

Approx. 5,590 square feet



OTHER OPPORTUNITIES – COMMERCIAL SIGNAGE 

5,590 x 10% = 559 square feet

Cap = 320 square feet

320 sq. ft.

32’

10’



RECOMMENDED BUT NOT ADOPTED (1/3)

150 feet

150-ft radius around each intersection –

no temporary signs 



RECOMMENDED BUT NOT ADOPTED (2/3)

No temporary sign placement in 

improved public ROW



RECOMMENDED BUT NOT ADOPTED (3/3)

Community banner program for 

government speech only



COMMUNITY BANNER OPTIONS

Option Legal Risk Message Control

1. Leave program as-is High High

2. Open to all non-

commercial messages
Low Low

3. Government speech Low High

4. Discontinue program - -



UNRESOLVED MATTERS (1/2)

 Electronic Reader Boards 

 Challenge of revisiting pre-Reed v 

Gilbert programs 

 How to weigh access vs excessive 

proliferation? 



UNRESOLVED MATTERS (2/2)

 Public Art & Murals



POST-ADOPTION ISSUES 

 Temporary Commercial Displays 

 Is a model home an “open house?”

 Are apartment buildings with “now 

leasing” signs an open house? 



LESSONS LEARNED

 All cities will face different 

challenges

 Keep the focus on “levers”

 Emphasize and re-emphasize 

consequence of Reed v Gilbert

 Public input matters 

 Keep track! 


