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Training Exercises
1. Form-based codes calisthenics
2. Code initiation sprints 
3. Land use reverse lunges
4. Housing diversity aerobics (including a VPS drill)
5. Community design jumping jacks
6. Block frontage bench dips
7. Site design sit-ups 
8. Building design stair climb
9. Parking push-ups 
10. Lessons learned stretches
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Code Initiation Sprints
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Assessment

• What’s not working?
• Is it implementing the comprehensive plan?
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Assessment

Implementing recently adopted 
comprehensive or subarea plan?
• Clark County Hwy 99
• Ellensburg
• Anacortes
• Mountlake Terrace
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Chapter 18.19A
Central Issaquah 
Development Standards

1.0 Purpose and applicability
2.0 _____________________
3.0 _____________________
4.0 _____________________
5.0 _____________________
6.0 _____________________
7.0 _____________________
8.0 _____________________
9.0 _____________________
10.0 ____________________

Chapter 18.19BC
Talus

Chapter 18.19B
Issaquah Highlands
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Objectives

• What’s most important?
• What’s workable?
• Involve the code users
• Communicate
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Keys to a Good Code



Easy to Use!
Important Code Writing Style and Techniques

Courtesy of 

Ryan Walters
Land Use Attorney
Anacortes City Council Member
Tribal Planner
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Easy to Use

• Fewer words is better; say things only once
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Easy to Use
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• Be consistent

o Adopt a naming convention
o Use lists and tables
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• Break up the code into manageable chunks
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Easy to Use

• Fewer words is better; say things only once
• Be consistent

o Adopt a naming convention
o Use lists and tables

• Break up the code into manageable chunks
• Focus attention on substantive decision points
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Easy to Use

• Fewer words is better; say things only once
• Be consistent

o Adopt a naming convention
o Use lists and tables

• Break up the code into manageable chunks
• Focus attention on substantive decision points
• Definitions

o Don’t define obvious words
o Don’t define words to mean something other than their normal 

English definition
o Always, always use the same words in the same way
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Easy to Use

• Use Plain Language

Prefer normal English words over archaisms:
Shall, will → Must, may
Provided that → Except
Notwithstanding → Despite
Assure/insure → Ensure
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Test It!

Chelan
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Test It!
Mercer Island
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Test It!

Olympia
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Test It!
Bozeman
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Test It!

Anacortes
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Anacortes



Test It!
Anacortes
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Anacortes



Illustrate It!
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Illustrate It!

Mountlake Terrace
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Illustrate It!

South Tukwila
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Anacortes

Integrating user-friendly tables 
WITH graphics!
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Wenatchee

Integrating user-friendly 
tables WITH graphics!
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Code Organization
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1950’s
CODE

FRESH 
CODE
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Zoning Code Organization

• For complete code overhauls: 
• Create a code logical & 

adaptable 
organization/numbering 
hierarchy
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Zoning Code Organization

• bullet

Anacortes
32
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