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Training Exercises
1. Form-based codes calisthenics
2. Code initiation sprints 
3. Land use reverse lunges
4. Housing diversity aerobics (including a VPS drill)
5. Community design jumping jacks
6. Block frontage bench dips
7. Site design sit-ups 
8. Building design stair climb
9. Parking push-ups 
10. Lessons learned stretches

2



Site Design Sit-Ups
3



Site Planning
1. Relationships to adjacent properties 
2. Residential open space
3. Commercial open apace
4. Landscaping
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Relationship to adjacent properties
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Most important in areas with zero or minimal side yard setbacks



Residential 
Open Space
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Residential Open Space – Min.  Area
• A critical element to livability – and also marketability
• MAKERS’ approach: Minimum square footage based on number 

and size of units
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Residential Open Space - Proportion
• Allow multiple types of space to meet the development’s 

cumulative requirements – up to a point. Diversity is desirable.
• Provide design standards for each option to ensure usability.

8



Residential Open Space - Examples
Indoor rec rooms
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Roof decksShared outdoor space

Individual outdoor space Balconies



Commercial 
Open Space
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Commercial Open Space
• Can be strategically 

limited to certain zones 
or large sites

• Provide a sense of 
respite and community 
gathering space

• Provide standards for 
usability
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Landscaping
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Landscaping Types
• Just three types can cover a range of screening 

requirements
• Type A – dense screen for unwanted views
• Type B – filtered screen for visual separation
• Type C - see-through screen for parking lots and 

building elevations
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Buffer 
Matrix
• Refer to the 

types here –
and throughout 
code for other 
functions



Other Site Planning Elements
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• Internal pedestrian access and design
• Vehicular circulation and parking
• Service areas and mechanical equipment
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Building Design Stair Climb
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Building Design
1. Façade articulation & massing
2. Building details
3. Exterior materials
4. Blank walls
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Façade 
Articulation –
Residential
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Façade Articulation – Commercial

• Most important 
for storefronts and 
mixed-use 
developments

• Typically a 30’ 
interval, based on 
historic storefront 
size and column 
spacing



Maximum Façade Width
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• Critical for retaining a sense of 
human scale

• Typically suggest a maximum 
width of 100-120’

• Major feature required to break 
up façade – not necessarily a 
courtyard as shown here



24

Bad
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(Page 78)Really Bad
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New examples being used 
for South Tukwila
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Building Details:
Doors, Windows, Etc.



Building Details
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Toolbox approach



Decorative 
Windows & 
Entries
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Building 
Elements & 
Façade Details
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Building 
Materials & 
Other Facade 
Elements
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Window 
Design
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X
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Building Material Standards
• The most commonly used 

exterior materials typically 
warrant some conditions for 
their use
oConcrete block
o EIFS
oMetal siding
oHardi-panels/planks

• Can regulate in different ways –
focus on the ground floor and 
public-facing elevations 



Building 
Materials:
Concrete
Block 
(CMU)
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(Page 89)
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Building 
Materials:
Metal Siding
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(Page 91)
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Building 
Materials:
EIFS
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Building 
Materials:
EIFS
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Building 
Materials:
EIFS



Blank Walls
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Blank Walls
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• Treatment is key 
for enhancing the 
pedestrian realm

• Reduce graffiti 
targets



Corporate Architecture
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Some communities 
prohibit it in case of 
change of use



Corporate architects 
will conform to your 
local standards if 
they are in place!

Corporate Architecture
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